16/10 2003 02:55 FAX 955577621 



Appto No. 09/436.747 

Amdt. Dated October 13. 2003 

Reply to Office action of July 29. 2003 



Claims 



T^amiuer has rejected claims 1. 2, 7 and 8. The Examiner has object to clauns 3-6 
a„ d 9-nasbe m gdepe„den«ona reje c t edbas e claim b u,all<. W »ble i fr CT mn m u. 
independent*™. By this amendment claims 1-11 have been amended. Therefore, clatms 
1-11 remain pending in this application. 
Claim Rejections- 35 USC § 102 

Claims 1 2, 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Yasuda 
(USPN 5 5 1 1,206). The Examiner has objected to claims 3-6 as they are dependent on 
claim l.which has been rejected. Similarly, the Examiner ha, objected to claims 9-11 as 
being dependent on claim 7, which has been rejected. 

to response to me Exammer-srejection, the Applicant ha, amended claim ■ to include 
feahrrespresentmmepreviously^esentedclaimS. Specifically, me resource has been 
„mi.ed to be a multi-threshold dither matrix used for digitally hatftoning a — unage, rn 
the form of an array of contone color pixel values, to bi-.evel dots. Yasuda does no, dtsclose 
amuln-threshold dite matrix ofte^ 

matrix. Therefore, it is not obvious to include such a multi-threshold dither mamx. Hence, 
the Appttcant respectfully asserts that there are no farther grounds for rejection of clann 1 . 
Claims 2-6 are dependent on claim 1 and hence the Applicant respectfully asserts tha, these 
dependent claims are in condition for allowance. 

Similarly, claim 7 ha, been amended to include features in the previously presented claim 9. 
The Examiner has indicated that claim 9 would be allowable if re-written in independent 
form Specifically, the resource has b~n limited to be a multi-ftreshold dither matrix used 
tedigitallyhalftonmgacontoneimage^ 

values, to bi-level dots. Similar to the comments above, Yasuda doe, not disclose a mult, 
behold dither matrix of this type and hence the Applicant re^ectfully asserts that there are 
no former ground, forrejection of amended claim 7. CiaimsS-ll are dependent on .1- .7 
and hence the Applicant respectfully a,serts that these dependent claims are in coudruon for 
allowance. 
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Conclusion 

Claim 1 is not anticipated by Yasuda as Yasuda does not disclose a resource in the form of a 
multi-threshold dither matrix used for digitally halftoning a contone image, in the form of an 
array of contone color pixel values, to bi-level dots. In light of the above amendments and 
remarks, the Applicant respectfully requests the timely issuance of a Notice of Allowance « 
respect of the above-identified application. 
Very respectfully, 
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